Our   Havurah

Mission Statement

Our havurah is a group dedicated to creating Jewish spiritual and social community while honoring the diversity within Judaism.  We celebrate Shabbat once a month and some major and minor holidays. We welcome singles and couples of all sexual orientations, gender identities, racial & ethnic diversity and significant others who are not Jewish.  We seek to create a contemplative, spiritual atmosphere during services, therefore we encourage parents to bring young children (under 12) only to the Shabbat blessings at the end of our service and for dinner and singing afterwards.

History

Our Havurah began six years ago out of a conversation at  an annual break fast.  A few single members of another family focused havurah were looking to have Jewish spiritual and social space, away from the distractions that sometimes come with young children.  Those three people and a gaggle of others came together to form our havurah.   If you would like a more detailed history please contact one of the founding members: (names here)

Policies of Havurah

Timing Havurah Shabbats

The Havurah’s Friday night Shabbat services start promptly at 6:45.  Please arrive at 6:30pm to get settled.  Blessings and dinner start approximately 7:45pm and usually lasts until 9 or 10pm.  If you must be late, please quietly join the service already in progress.

Food

The host of the event determines whether the meal will be meat based/vegetarian or a dairy meal.  This decision helps those who keep kosher to feel comfortable eating at other people’s houses.   We do not require anyone to bring food that has a hecksher (an O, U or K symbol) unless the host requests it.  Our meals are almost exclusively potluck.  Please check with the host prior to the event before you bring something.  We eat very well.  

Services

We use a siddur, created by our group, that includes Reconstructionist based liturgy but also traditional prayers, Hebrew, English transliteration, lots of singing and English prayers. As described below, we have no “leader” to our Havurah or any service.  Therefore whoever is interested in starting the next prayer should feel free to do so.  The siddur contains our usual service plus many prayers, readings and songs that may be included, depending upon the wishes of the attendees.  If we pass a song or prayer you like during the service, feel free to pipe up and begin it. When a Hebrew prayer is said out loud, we make every attempt to go slowly to include those who are new to Jewish services.  Sometimes after services, or after the meal, we sing Jewish songs together.  Everyone, regardless of their ability to carry a tune, is welcome to sing along.

Flow

Our Havurah does not have a rabbi or a particular facilitator for services.  Instead, individual members take responsibility for the “flow” of services.  This means they may start songs or prayers when there is a lull in the service.  

We are an Egalitarian group which means we take on leadership roles regardless of gender.   We strive to make the service comfortable for everyone by accepting all levels of practice.  We attempt to make the service accessible at all times to non-Hebrew readers and people who are newly learning about Judaism. 

Guests

Guests attending a Havurah event will be invited by the host.  That means if a new person or existing member would like to bring someone, they should contact the host at least five day prior to the event with the guest’s contact information.  It is the host’s responsibility to officially invite the new attendee or guest.  The host will include, with their invitation, this policy.   If you have any special diet or accessibility needs, please let the host know so he/she may make an appropriate accommodation.  Because we rotate events at different member’s homes, some venues allow for larger crowds than others.  It is up to the host to determine the number of people they can comfortably fit into their home.  That may affect the number of additional guests they can invite to the event.  

Children

We recognize that children are the future of Judaism and will be or are a significant part of members and guests lives.  However, young children are often not able to be quiet for significant periods of time, diminishing the contemplative, spiritual atmosphere during services.  To create this atmosphere, we therefore we encourage parents to bring young children (under 12) only to the Shabbat blessings at the end of our service and for dinner and singing afterwards. As the service site rotates among members, some homes may be child-safe and able to accommodate children in another room during services.  Each host will decide what is appropriate for their home and let interested people know.

Hosting

Which Havurah member hosts each month is determined at our regular business meetings.  The host is responsible for organizing the Havurah’s potluck dinner and for issuing invitations to the group via email at least two weeks before the date.  A few days before the event hosts should let the group know what food is needed or send out directions.  We request the host also send out a list of who is attending and what they are bringing at least a few days before the Shabbat. Hosts may also let parents know if their house can accommodate children in another room during services and if it is child-safe.  For those who are allergic, please be aware that some homes may have pets.  

How to become a member

Please attend two to three times before requesting to be added to our official yahoo group membership list.  Currently the person in charge of the group list is (name here). Please contact her directly, via email, if you would like to join or delete your name from our havurah’s group email list.

Business Meetings

All members of the Havurah who wish to attend are invited.  We meet 2-4 times a year to discuss dates of events, policies, changes to our group mission etc.  We are in the process of discussing how to integrate social action and Jewish learning into our group programming.  Meeting minutes are distributed to the group mailing list and will include the date, time and location of the next meeting.  Agendas items are decided at our last meeting and also can be submitted in advance to the voluntary chair of that meeting.

